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mouths of the Ganges. Its origin is obscure. The 
early Arab geographers speak of only Samandar on 
the bank of probably the Brahmaputra as a sea-port 
in this region. Chittagong comes in to prominence 
İrom the 8th/ış4th century onward, and is referred 
to as the Porto Grando by the Portuguese. It was 
tirst conguered by the Muslims in 738/1338 possibiy 
İrom the Arakanese who often disturbed the peace 
of the city. In 918/ı5ız the Bengal Sultân “Alâ? al- 
Din Husayn Shâh ousted the Arakanese and named 
it Fathâbâd. For about a hundred years when the 
Mughals were consolidating their position in Bengal, 
Chittagong again reverted to the Arakanese, and 
only in 1076/1666 it was finally conguered by the 
Mughal governor Shâyistâ Khân, who renamed it 
Islâmâbâd and had a Dijâmi“ mosgue built there. 

The district of Chittagong has a large mixture of 
foreign populace, the men of Arab descent being 
in good proportion. The Arab influence is also 
observable in the Chittagonian dialect. Several stories 
about the Mdâhi Sawâr (riding on fish, i.e., coming 
by sea) saints are current here. About four miles 
İrom the town stands the locally famous dargâk 
dedicated to the memory of Bâyazid Bistâmi. 
Within the city can be seen the tomb of Shaykh 
Badr al-“Alam, a saint of the ı4th century, and the 
dargâh ot Pân€ Pir (4.v.J, a group of five saints not 
definitely specified but very popular in this region. 
Another object of great local reverence is the Kadm-i 
Rasül (g.v.) (a stone replica of the foot-print of 
the Prophet), preserved in a 17th century mosgue. 

Bibliography: J. N. Sarkar, The conguest of 

Chalgaon, in JASB 1907; idem, The Feringi 

pirales of Chatgaon, in JASB 1907; A. H. Dani: 

Early Muslim Contact with Bengal, in Proceedings 

of the First Pakistan History Conference, Karachi 

1951; Hamidullah: Ta”rik4-i Câlgâm (a Persian 

history of the ıgth century). (A. H. Danı) 
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ĞIFT-RESMİ also called Gift-hakki or kulluk- 
aktasi, in the Ottoman empire the basic 7a“iyyet 
(see RE“AYA) tax paid in principle by every Muslim 
peasant, ra“iyyet, possessing one Gift. The term Öift 
(original meaning — “pair”) was used to denote the 
amount of agricultural land which could be ploughed 
by two oxen. It was fixed as from 60 to 150 dönüms 
according to the fertility of the soil (one dönüm was 
about 1000 sg. m. 1196 sg. yds.). We finda &ifi- 
aktasi in Anatolia under the Saldjükids at the rate 
of one dinâr (4.v.). On the other hand the Ottoman 
&ift-resmi had striking similarities with the Byzantine 
taxes paid by the paroikoi to the pronoia-holders. 
It işto be noted that, asan “wrfi tax, it appearedin 
its original form in the lands conguered from the 
Byzantines in Western Anatolia and Thrace, and 
was applied there both to the Muslim and Christian 
re“âyâ alike, whereas in other parts of the empire 
the Christians were subjected to a different r4“iyyet 
tax, namely the ispendie or ispenfe. 

In the Kânünnüme of Mehemmed Ilit is stated that 
Gifi-resmi was the money eguivalent of seven services 
such as the provision of hay, straw, wood etc., for 
the #imâr-holder. For these services, &hidmefs or 
kulluks, twenty-two akla (g.v.J were to be paid as 
fift-resmi. Those possessing half a &ift, nim-Cijt, were 
to pay half. Regardless of his personal condition, 
every 1a“iyyet possessing a &ift or half a &iji had to 
pay this tax, and this gave it the character of a 
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j land-tax. In the ıoth/16th century Abu '1-Su“üd and 


others attempted to include it among the shar“i 
taxes as kharâdj-i muwazzaf. 

Married peasants with land amounting to less 
than half a &f£, or possessing no land of their own, 
were called bennâk (4.v.), and were subject to lower 
rates, for example 6 or 9 akdas, which were later 
increased to 9, 12 and 18. In the Kdnün-nâme of 
Mehemmed Il the öenndk were supposed to be 
subject only to three services, the money eguivalent 
of which was 6 or g aklas. Lastly the re“âyâ classified 
as Kara or müdjerred, the very poor or bachelors, 
who possessed no land of their own, paid this tax 
at the lowest rate of 6 aktas. 

Thus Gifi-resmi can be regarded as the basic unit 
of a graduated tax system, and even tütün-resmi and 
dönüm-resmi can be included in the same system. 

Originally the rate of dift-resmi was 22 aklas, but 
in 862/1458 it was raised to 33 aklas in the sandjaks 
of the eydlet of Anadolu. It was further raised in 
some parts of Anatolia with additions made in favour 
of subashis (g.v.) and sandjak-begs (g.v.), but under 
Süleymân 1 this innovation was abolished as causing 
confusion. Applied to Syria after its conguest with 
a higher rate of 40, and in Eastern Anatolia of 50 
aktas it remained however, 22 aktas in Rümeli (see 
the list in my Osmanlılarda Raiyyet Rüsümu, in 
Belleten, no. 92, 1959). Partial or total exemptions 
İrom Öifi-resmi were granted by imperial berdis in 
return for some public services reguired from the 
reâyâ. But in the zoth/ı6th century many such 
exemptions were abolished. 

Asarule Öfi-resmi was included in the #imâr (9.v.) 
revenue of the sipahi. But it lost its importance when 
after 990/1582 the akda decreased in value and the 
Sawârid (g.v.) became a form of regular taxation 
imposed on the re“âyd. (HALIL İNALCIK) 

ĞİFTLİK is the ordinary word for farm in 
Turkish, but in the Ottoman times it designated, at 
first, a certain unit of agricultural land in the land- 
holding system, and then, later on, a large estate. 
It was formed from &ifi (pair, especially a pair of 
oxen) from the Persian diwfi with the Turkish 
suffix, Dik. Originally, a &/fik was thought of 
as the amount of land that could be ploughed by 
two oxen. Ciff and öiflik were used synony- 
mously. In the Slav areas of the Ottoman empire 
the term bashtina was often substituted for &iftlik. 
In the Ottoman land-holding system during the 
period in which the #imdr (4.v.) organization prevailed, 
diftlik was a term applied to a holding of agricultural 
land comprising 60 or 80 to 15. dönüms (one dönüm 
eguals approximately 1000 sg.m.), the size varying 
with the fertility of the soil. The &filik was the 
basic land unit used in all forms of land-holding, 
miri, wakf, and mülk or mâlikâne. From the legal 
point of view, however, the kind of &öifilik varied 
with the type of tenure. 

The ra“iyyet diftliks which the re“âyâ, Christian 
and Muslim peasants, possessed by tapu (9.v.J and 
for which they paid the “ushr (g.v.) and Öifi-resmi 
(4.v.) taxes to the land-holder, made up by far the 
greater part of the agricultural lands. As a rule, 
dijtliks were not to be subdivided because such a 
situation would, in the judgement of Abu 'I-Su'üd, 
make it impossible to collect the taxes imposedona 
âftlik as a whole. In reality, however, during the 
land surveys, fahri? (9.v.), it was found that many 
öjtliks had lost their original form as a result of 
sub-division, and the diff sesmi were no longer 
being collected. In order to preserve the Öfilkik, 
which was essential to the land-holding system of 
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the time, and which had been the basis for land and 
hearth taxes in the area even before the Ottomans, 
it was decreed that if land recorded in the deffers 
(see DAFTAR) as Gifilik was found divided among 
several persons it was to be restored to its original 
form, and if a ra“iyyet in possession of a diftlik died 
leaving several sons, they were to possess it col- 
lectively, meshd'an. 

In addition to the ra“iyyet Gifiliks we also find 
what we can call the military &i/ti£s which, unlike 
the former, were in the direct possession of the 
military. In this category we find the khâşşa &iftliks 
of the #imâr-holders and the &iftliks in the military 
organizations of the yaya, müsellem and doghandji 
etc. Their common feature was that they were not 
subject to the ra“iyyet taxes. But, while the &hâşşa 
difiliks, also known as kilid-yeri, were exploited by 
the #imâr-holders under a sharecropping system, 
ortakdjıilk or mukâta“a (g.v.), the yaya and müsellem 
difiliks were cultivated, as a rule, by the yayas and 
müsellems themselves. These &rfiliks were never to 
change their original character and usually were 
named by their original possessors as Mehmed-yeri, 
“Ali-yeri, etc. There were attempts by the military 
to add ra“iyyet lands illegally to their #hdşşa Öiftliks. 
But, in the roth/ı6th century, most of the military 
fiftliks were transformed by the government into 
ra“iyyet difiliks and assigned as #imdrs. In the case 
of the &hâşsa diftliks in Bosnia (see BosnajJ, the 
reason given for their transformation in 936/1530 
was that they lay uncultivated. 

The &iftliks in the wakf and mülk or mâlikâne 
lands were the same in size as other &iftliks and were 
usually cultivated by the ra“iyyet. During the reigns 
ot Bâyazid'i, Mehemmed ll, and under the roth/ 
16th century Sultans, a great part of these &iftliks 
too was converted into #imdrs. For example, in 
Erzindjan in 947/1540, each zâwiye (g.v.) under a 
shaykh was assigned a öifilik while the rest of the 
land was distributed among the #imârs. 

As early as the 8th/ışth and ogth/ısth centuries 
the Ottoman Sultans granted influential men whole 
villages or large #imârs as fifiliks. In these instances 
we are no longer dealing with the &ifilik as a land 
measure, but as a personal estate, granted by the 
Sultan. For example, in the defter of Pasha-sandjaghi 
dated 859/1455 (Belediye Küt. Istanbul, Cevdet 
kit. no. 0.89) we find a number of people, among 
them the Court physician Mehmed Shirwâni and the 
Sultan's tutor Seydi Ahmed, in possession of #imdrs 
as öiftlik (ber wedih-i Ciftlik). Such large lands were 
sometimes given as mülk (ber wedih-i mülkiyyet). The 
revenues of these &ifiliks were farmed out by their 
possessors, who usualiy lived in the towns, for a sum 
of money which was called mukâfa“a. The possessor 
of the &filik was usually reguired to eguip one 
soldier (eshkündji) for the Sultan's army. 

Even in this early period we find some newly 
opened lands or mazra“as (g.v.) held directiy as 
diftliks by members of the military class who, asa 
rule, paid the government a sum of money which 
was also called mukdfa“a. Therefore, these &iftliks 
were also known as mukdfa“ali difiliks. In central 
and northern Anatolia the &/ifiks which were 
possessed by the pre-Ottoman aristocratic families 
under the names of mâlikâne or yurd were given the 
same status with the obligation of supplying an 
eshkündji. The &iftliks which were opened in the 
uncultivated lands by the military were subject only 
to the “us4r tax. By the end of the rothj/r6th century 
the number of such &ijiliks in the hands of the 
Janissaries increased rapidiy. But, in general, the 
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tendency in the ıoth/ı6th century was to convert 
all types of military (iftliks into ra“iyyet diftliks so 
that the ra$yyetf taxes might be included in the 
#imârs. 

With the disruption of the #imâr system, this 
course of development was reversed. During and 
after the period of confusion between 1003/1595- 
1018/1609, a great part of the ra“iyyet Cifiliks found 
their way into the hands of the &api-kulu and 
palace favourites, and the old practices such as 
possession of fimârs as difiliks, mülk or mukâta“ali 
diftliks were now widespread. In the same period, 
moreover, when the peasantry abandoned their 
lands en masse and scattered throughout Anatolia, 
which is known in Ottoman history as the Great 
Flight, the Janissaries and others took possession of 
the re“âyd öiftliks by tapu. The accumulation of 
&ifiliks in the hands of a“yân (4.v.), rich and in- 
İluential men in the provinces, however, was mainly 
due to the mukdia“a system. This again was an old 
practice but now, with the disorganization of the 
Hmâr system, the iimdr lands were increasingiy 
rented as mukdla“a to private persons bidding the 
highest price. In reality however, through admini- 
strative abuses, the influential men managed to 
obtain them. A gkas and a“yân with large mukdta“a 
holdings, &ifiliks, emerged everywhere in the empire, 
especially during the 12/18 century. Nedjâti (Süley- 
maniye Küt. Esadef.no. 2278, v. 43), writingin that 
century, complained that many #mârs had been 
seized by the a“ydn and akl-i “Surf, officials, in the 
provinces. It was on the mukdfa“a lands that the 
power of the great a“yân rested in that century, and 
from this period on the word &i/filik was used to 
designate large personal estates. The attempts to 
break up these &ifiliks made by the Tanşimdi (g.v.) 
reformers did not meet with any great success and 
this became the underlying factor in the peasant 
uprisings in the Balkans in the ışth/ıgth century. 
Under the Turkish Republic a law passed in 1945 
(modified in 1950) provided that the large estates 
were to be broken up and distributed to the peasants 
in need of land. 

Bibliography: Ö. L. Barkan, Kanunlar; 
idem, Türk Toprak Hukuku Tarihinde Tanzimat, 
in Tanzimat, Istanbul 1940, 321-421; H. Inalcık, 
Tanzimat ve Bulgar Meselesi, Ankara 1943; idem, 
Osmanlılarda Raiyyet Rüsümu, in Belleten 92 
(1959), 575-608; idem, Land Problems in Turkish 
History, in The Muslim World, xlv (1955), 221-228; 
İA, 25. cüz (1945), 392-397. (HALIL İNALCIK) 
ĞIGHÂLA-ZADE (DjIıGHALA-ZADE) OYÜSUF 

SINÂN PÂŞHA (c. 1545-1605), also known as 
Caghal (Diaghâl)-oghlu, belonged to the Genoese 
house of Cicala. He was born at Messina in Sicily and 
received the Christian name Scipione Cicala. His 
father, the Visconte di Cicala, was, according to 
Gerlach, a “corsair” in the service of Spain, while his 
mother is said (cf. L'Ollomanno, of L. Soranzo) 
to have been “Turca da Castelnuovo”. The Visconte 
and his son, captured at sea by Muslim corsairs 
in 968/1561 (some of the sources give the year 
as 967/1560), were taken first to Tripoli in North 
Africa and then to Istanbul. The father was in due 
Course redeemed İrom captivity and, after living for 
some time at Beyoğlu, returned to Messina, where 
he died in 1564. His son, Scipione, became, however, 
a Muslim and was trained in the Imperial Palace, 
rising to the rank of silahdâr and later of Kapidji 
Başhi. Cighâla-zâde, through his marriage first to 
one (980-981/1573) and afterwards (983-984/1576) to 
another great-grand-daughter of Sultön Sulaymân 
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